
Book Club Questions for DON’T LET ME GO

1. In the beginning of the book, Billy is literally on the inside while Grace is on the outside. How does this thematic contrast evolve throughout the novel? What do you think instigates this change the most? 
2. Rayleen was the first character to become involved in Grace’s welfare, and she was also the first person to leave the apartment building at the end. What was Rayleen’s motivation in stepping in to care for Grace? Was it entirely selfless? Did she make the right decision in keeping the county from taking Grace into foster care? 

3. The image of wings haunts Billy’s nightmares and later visits his dreams. Where might those wings have originated from, and what do they signify for Billy? When do the wings become more of a comfort than a hindrance? What are other examples of characters (or people in your own life) who have grown so used to a dysfunction that becoming healthy is more frightening than the dysfunction itself? 

4. Billy admires Grace’s courage, Felipe values her respect for his native language, and Rayleen likes that she’s a survivor and that she doesn’t complain. How do these characteristics work to keep Grace thriving while healing the pain of others around her? What were some characteristics you valued in Grace? 
6. Grace says, “You either feel things or you don’t. You don’t get to pick and choose. At least, I don’t think so.” What do you think she was trying to convey by that comment?
7. Mr. Lafferty did three nice things for Grace: gave her the dance floor, gave her the gift certificate, and made it clear that the neighbors were enabling her mother to continue her drug habit. What were his ulterior motives in giving Grace the first two gifts? 
8. To which character does the title, Don’t Leave Me, most apply?

9. Grace sat on the couch with Billy, who was biting his thumbnail, and she slapped his wrist. After he complained she replied, “I didn’t hurt you any worse than you’re hurting you.”  

In light of this quote, how is each character hurting him/herself? 

11. When Grace begins to hold meetings with the tenants, she insists they express to one another why they are alone. Why is this so difficult to do? How does it aid in helping them recover from their fears? Is Grace correct in her assertion that “people should all have somebody, and about how nobody should have nobody”?
12.  In regards to Grace’s upcoming school performance, Billy asks Grace is she really wants to shine. In what ways do the characters in this book fall back on what they know best? In what ways do they shine?
13. How does Jesse help the tenants make peace with their own demons? Aside from Grace's belief that Jesse is magic, what does she realize about him that sets him apart from the other tenants? 

14. What does each tenant give to Grace? Discuss both the tangible and the intangible. What is each tenant’s purpose in Grace’s safety and growth?

15. Throughout the story, the author refers to steps: Billy’s steps out of the apartment, Grace’s dance steps, and Eileen's focus on each step of recovery. It what ways are these steps similar and yet completely different?
16. Why does Grace’s mother resent the other tenants, rather than thank them? What does Eileen finally have to accept—both about herself and about her neighbors—in order to allow Grace to finally see them again?


